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The Sustainable Developm
ent G

oals are the w
orld’s yardstick for 

m
uch-needed progress on hum

an developm
ent. 

I therefore com
m

end the Prim
e M

inisters of C
anada and Jam

aica, 
along w

ith the Secretary-G
eneral. Thanks to their foresight, w

e 

have a robust m
enu of options to m

itigate the socioeconom
ic 

effects of the C
ovid pandem

ic. 

The 2030 Agenda m
ay be off-track, but that does not m

ean w
e 

have to accept a sm
aller future. O

n the contrary, w
e can build back 

better 
and 

stronger 
by 

em
barking 

on 
new

 
and 

innovative 

approaches suited to the challenges ahead. That m
eans adopting 

an im
plem

entation m
indset and not doing business as usual. 

Rw
anda 

w
as 

pleased 
to 

co-lead 
the 

Discussion 
G

roup 
on 

Recovering Better for Sustainability, together w
ith the European 

U
nion, Fiji, and the U

nited Kingdom
. O

ur recom
m

endations focus 
on four key strategies in close alignm

ent w
ith both the 2030 Agenda 

and the Paris Agreem
ent. 

First, build resilient national health system
s w

ith U
niversal H

ealth 

C
overage at the centre. 
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Second, double dow
n on the digitalisation of our econom

ies and 
education system

s by investing in new
 technologies and high-

speed internet. 

Third, orient action tow
ard inclusion and fairness, especially for 

w
om

en and young people. 

Fourth, leave no one behind by ensuring adequate social and 

financial protection for the m
ost vulnerable am

ongst us. 

The financial system
 can be a force m

ultiplier, but w
e need to 

strengthen adherence to global standards and norm
s by reporting 

data in a transparent and com
parable m

anner. 

The m
enu of policy options being presented today gives each 

country the tools to prevail in its unique context. W
e cannot allow

 

the Sustainable Developm
ent G

oals to becom
e a victim

 of the 
C

ovid pandem
ic or any other unexpected shock. Let’s stay 

focused. 

Thank you. 


